Press Release – For Immediate Release

OW2 Applauds the Bothorel Report on Open Data and Open Source Software and Offers its Help
The OW2 community supports the recommendation of the French Parliamentary mission to set up a
central open source competency center and offers to help by sharing its expertise.
Paris, January 11, 2021 - OW2, the international community dedicated to developing and promoting a
code base of open source software for corporate information systems, announces its support of the
conclusions and recommendations of the French parliamentary mission led by MP Eric Bothorel on
open data and open source software.
OW2 congratulates the Bothorel mission for its work. The Mission recognizes open data and open
source software as strategic to public administration information systems in bringing transparency,
sovereignty and quality to Public Services. It affirms the Government Administration’s crucial role in
creating digital commons for the benefit of sectors of society.
Most importantly, the report recommends setting up a cross-administration open source competency
center dedicated to helping government administrations to publish and reuse open source code, identify
the challenges of mutualization, engage with open source communities and foster talents in this field.
“We applaud the recommendations of the report” says OW2 CEO Cedric Thomas. “The Parliament’s job
done, we are willing to help the central administrations to turn them into action,” he adds.
Representing dozens of open source companies and projects, OW2 is an expression of the European
open source ecosystem. Welcoming the recommendations of the Bothorel mission the OW2 community
offers to support them by sharing its expertise in two areas:
•

The first one concerns governance. OW2 proposes to share its set of generally accepted best
practices from OW2 OSS Good Governance initiative to help build common reference and
progress monitoring system across central administrations.

•

The second one concerns OW2’s methodology to evaluate the Market Readiness Levels of open
source projects so as to help manage the catalogue of open source software deployed by public
administrations.

The 216 pages report of the Bothorel mission was published on December 23, 2020. It contains 37
recommendations on open data and on free software in the French public administration, presented as
“strategic components of our information systems”.
About OW2
OW2 is an independent community dedicated to promoting open source software and to fostering a
vibrant community and business ecosystem. OW2 federates 100+ organizations and 6000+ IT
professionals world wide. OW2 hosts 100+ technology Projects, including: ADR App, ASM, AuthzForce,
CLIF, DocDoku, FusionDirectory, GLPI, JORAM, Knowage, LemonLDAP:NG, Lutece, OCS Inventory,
Petals ESB, Prelude, ProActive, Rocket.Chat, SAT4J, SeedStack, Sympa, Telosys, Waarp, WebLab and
XWiki. Visit www.ow2.org, follow us on Twitter @ow2.
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