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Essential Software Freedom by 
the Free Software Foundation

0> The freedom to run 
the software for any 
purpose
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Essential Software Freedom by 
the Free Software Foundation

1> The freedom to 
study how the 
software works and to 
adapt it to your needs
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Essential Software Freedom by 
the Free Software Foundation

2> The freedom to 
redistribute copies of 
the software
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Essential Software Freedom by 
the Free Software Foundation

3> The freedom to 
improve the software 
and distribute your 
improvements to the 
public
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Source: IDC
http://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/home/permalink/?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=20090729005107&newsLang=en

Open source software market >$8b
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Quality not guarantied 
Code is provided "as is"

Perceived legal risk
OSS license are unproven

No responsibility
Code perceived anonymous

Investment risk
Small vendor companies

Lack of stability
Frequent releases

Lack of roadmap
No strategic "owner"

Lack of internal competence
Self-training not a policy

Still a Challenge for Others

Image: http://ara.footblog.fr/615924/1-ER-TOUR-GROUPE-C-ITALIE-FRANCE/



What you give

Software code

What you gain

Free expertise
Experience
Market share 
(if you are a software vendor)

Open Source is 
Economically Efficient

€

£

$

¥



Quality
Peer review

Reliability

State of the Art
Global knowledge sharing

Frequent releases

Open Source is 
Technically Efficient



For Vendors

Accelerates time to market
Business ecosystems leverage

For Users

Avoids vendor lock-in
Stability and auditability

Open Source is 
Strategically Efficient



Grows local expertise
Promote local software 
industry

Empowers the 
commnunity
Reduce technology lock-
ins

Open Source is 
Socially Efficient
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http://forge.ow2.org/ 
http://www.ow2.org
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